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“God writes straight with crooked lines” is an old aphorism. 

Some attribute it to St. Theresa of Avila. Others trace its 

source to St. Augustine. Many others attribute it to the 

Portuguese. Whoever the originator, the statement 

expresses a pertinent truth of Christian belief. God is indeed 

a perfect God, but human beings are not. Yet He still can 

achieve his plans through our imperfections. He is capable of 

making our paths straight using what seems to be human 

crooked lines.   

It all started like a rumor in December 2019 about a strange 

virus in far away Wuhan, China. All of a sudden, it was right 

on our doorsteps. Since then, we have never been the same. Public gatherings and religious 

worships were suspended. Lockdown, social distancing, wearing of face masks and regular 

washing of hands became the orders of the day. Many lives were lost and many others lost their 

jobs and livelihoods. 

In the midst of the pandemic, there have been a lot of controversies concerning the origin of the 

virus. For some, it is manmade or genetically modified in a laboratory. For others, it was 

transmitted naturally from bats to other animals and eventually to human beings. There have 

been a lot of political and ideological spins to the information disseminated. Some of these are 

either from pro-vaccine or anti-vaccine advocates. We probably may not get the whole truth 

about COVID-19, but it is real and likely will not be forgotten soon. For many, the situation is an 

“aha” experience.  

Modern information and communication technologies have changed our world to a global village 

and further reduced it to a global tent. Pope Francis described humanity as being in the same 

boat that needs all hands on deck to row during his Worldwide Urbi et Orbi address and blessing 

on coronavirus on March 27, 2020. “We have realized that we are on the same boat, all of us 

fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to row 

together, each of us in need of comforting the other…. Just like those disciples, who spoke 

anxiously with one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’ (v.38) so we too have realized that we cannot 

go on thinking of ourselves, but only together can we do this.” 

Covid-19 does not respect race, nationality, ethnicity, culture, or religion. It is not a respecter of 

social status or profession. Humanity seemed to be at war for survival. While science provides 

tools to fight this war, it is not enough on its own. The acknowledgement of, and connection to 

the Creator is necessary. He sees everything in a way that we do not. He does not cause evil but 

allows it in order to bring a greater good. I suppose that is why St. Paul said “in all things God 

works for good with those who love him” (Rom 8:28). He is still at work even now.  

                                     —Fr. Martin Yina, MSP 
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EDITOR’S NOTE—REFLECTING ON A GLOBAL PANDEMIC 

God Writes Straight with 
Crooked Lines 

This spring’s U.S. edition features stories and photos that illustrate 

the crucial role MSP plays in educating and empowering youth in 

missions across the African continent. By helping to build schools and 

hostels and fund teacher salaries, we can help lift children out of 

poverty.  

—Anne Peterson,  U.S. Editor 
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Message of the Superior General 

Open & Thanksgiving Day 

Very Rev., Fr. Callistus Isara, MSP 

S 
hortly after my election as 

Superior General of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul of 

Nigeria in September 2019, 

some of my AMSP friends taunted me 

how I would escape being at the 2020 

Open and Thanksgiving Day Celebration. I 

responded to them that I could easily 

send our Vicar General or any of the 

Councilors to represent me at the Open 

and Thanksgiving Day celebration. But 

they vowed that would never happen. 

For a very long time, I had not attended 

our revered MSP Open and Thanksgiving 

Day Celebration. I am deeply grateful to 

my God that I eventually made it to the 

Open Day and Thanksgiving Celebration 

on January 26, 2020, at Iperu Remo, 

Ogun State.  

Our Patron St. Paul is a model of 

thanksgiving to God as evidenced in his 

Epistles. Paul had a tremendous sense of 

gratitude and thanksgiving to God. 

Despite the untold sufferings Paul 

endured (2 Cor 11:21-29), he always gave 

thanks to God. Paul profusely expressed 

his gratitude to God in his Epistles. He 

thanked God for calling him to be an 

touched by our unity in Christ which 

brought MSP priests, female religious, 

AMSPs, friends and benefactors, and 

others together. I was told that this 

year’s Open and Thanksgiving Day 

Celebration witnessed the highest 

number of MSPs in attendance. The 

sheer size of the crowd that day was 

incredible. People came from every 

nook and cranny of our great country 

to celebrate our Open and 

Thanksgiving Day. Some diehard 

AMSPs found their way to Iperu when 

their official vehicle could not 

accommodate them. Many AMSPs felt 

they could never miss making the 

annual pilgrimage to Iperu-Remo for 

our Open and Thanksgiving Day 

Celebration. 

Our AMSPs in their resplendent attire, 

ably blended by members of the 

Association of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus in their magnificent uniforms, 

and many others in varied, colorful 

attire, all singing and dancing during 

the Holy Mass, was a heavenly feeling 

and experience for me. If the Holy 

Mass at our Open and Thanksgiving 

Day Celebration was not a glimpse of 

heaven, I wonder how else heaven 

would feel like? The symphony of 

singing, coupled with rhythmic dancing 

during the Liturgical celebration; the 

entertainment by our seminarians 

during the bazaar; the social evening 

reception for me and my Council; the 

camaraderie among MSP confreres; 

the outburst of pure joy in the Lord; 

and the fellowship with one another in 

Christ, made my experience of our 

2020 Open and Thanksgiving Day 

Celebration undoubtedly heavenly.  

apostle despite the fact that he once 

persecuted the Church (1 Cor 15:9-10).  

St. Paul urges us all through his Epistles 

to cultivate the spirit of thanksgiving: 

“Always be thankful” (Col 3:15); “…give 

thanks in all circumstances; for that is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 

Thess 5:18).  

The Christian is someone who is always 

thankful to God in good times and in bad 

times. Furthermore, “whatever you say 

or do, let it be in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, in thanksgiving to God the Father 

through him” (Col 3:17). Hence, as 

Christians, and as MSP and AMSP, we 

should emulate St. Paul, an epitome of 

thanksgiving to God. 

Following in the footsteps of St. Paul, I 

am profoundly grateful to God for the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul (MSP) of 

Nigeria. I am grateful to God for calling 

us into the MSP from every part of 

Nigeria to be Ambassadors for Christ and 

the Nigerian Church. I thank my God for 

the Associate Missionaries of St. Paul 

(AMSP) for their love, zeal, doggedness, 

and sacrifice for the MSP. I liken our 

AMSP to those holy women in the 

scriptures like Mary of Magdala (Luke 8:2

-3), who provided for our Lord and his 

disciples out of their resources. Mary of 

Magdala used her enormous wealth and 

resources to cater for the material needs 

of Jesus and his disciples. Thus, Mary of 

Magdala was a symbol of absolute 

generosity and total self-giving to the 

Lord. I also liken our AMSP to the co-

workers and companions of St. Paul, 

notably Priscilla and Aquilla (Romans 

16:3-5), who selflessly supported Paul in 

his preaching of the Gospel. 

 My first experience of our Open and 

Thanksgiving Day as MSP Superior 

General was heavenly. I was deeply U.S. Editor’s note: Commentary is reprinted from 

a mid-2020 edition of the Nigerian version of 

The Catholic Ambassador. Fr. Isara has now 

attended two Open and Thanksgiving Days! 
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NIGERIA OPEN & 
THANKSGIVING DAY 

JANUARY 31, 2021 
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ordination. Other MSP priests followed 

under similar arrangements.  

Bishop Anthony Ademu Adaji was the 

first MSP to be named a bishop in Idah, 

appointed as auxiliary bishop in 2007, 

then bishop in 2009. Bishop Adaji 

maintains: “I am a member of the 

Missionary Society of St Paul and I 

remain one until death… I am here as 

MSP also on mission, but this mission has 

a different status by virtue of the 

episcopal office.” 

With the bishop preferring a more stable 

presence, Fr. Modestus Ugwushie, MSP, 

came on a long-term basis to Idah 

Diocese in 2014, joined by Fr. Godwin 

Agudiegwu, MSP, in 2015.  

By Martin Yina, MSP, Editor  

I dah was elevated to a diocese in 

1977. Its first bishop was Most Rev. 

Ephraim Obot, who died in April 

2009. This rural diocese, located in the 

middle belt of Nigeria, consists of 

predominantly two tribes: the Igala, in 

the majority, and the Bassa. The 

territory’s population is almost evenly 

split between Christians and Muslims, 

with the final 10 percent belong to 

adherents of the African Traditional 

Religion. 

MSP in the Idah Diocese  

The earliest MSP presence in Idah was 

1988, when Frs. Brian Okon, MSP and 

Augustus Essien, MSP took part in one-

year pastoral experiences after their 

Above, the near-

complete Cathedral of 

Our Lady of Mercy was 

started with 2 million 

naira raised at the 2009 

installation of Most Rev. 

Anthony Adaji, MSP, as 

Bishop of the Diocese of 

Idah (Kogi State, 

Nigeria). A photo of 

Bishop Adaji is imposed 

in the foreground.  

 

 

Written by  

Fr. Martin Yima, MSP  

Building a Self-Sustaining 
Church in Idah Diocese  

Kogi State, Nigeria  
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Vision of the Diocese 

“My vision is to build a local church, 

that will be in the future essentially 

missionary in nature,…. that will be self-

sustaining in the long run,” the bishop 

said.  

He takes great interest in the screening 

and integral formation of his 

seminarians, and the ongoing formation 

of his priests. Yearly, he sends two to 

three of the diocesan priests for further 

studies.  

“If our priests are well trained … and 

they train our local people very well, I 

think we’ll be able to sustain ourselves; 

we’ll be able to empower the young 

people, the youth, on how to face the 

future with courage,” he explained.  

The Bishop’s Projects 

Since his elevation, Bishop Adaji has 

been the force behind several major 

construction projects.  

• Starting with just 2 million naira 

raised at his installation, the new 

6,000-capacity Cathedral of Our 

Lady of Mercy is near completion. 

• A new hospital at Ejule is run by the 

Augustinian Sisters of the Mercy of 

Jesus.  

• A Presentation nursery and primary 

school opened in Ukpaba in 2012, 

with the Presentation Model 

Secondary School opening on the 

same site in 2018. 

• A huge new monastery is being built 

in Ejule for the Augustinian Sisters—

who were chased away from their 

northern Nigeria community by Boko 

Haram 

• Numerous Catholic schools, 

convents, churches, and rectories 

have been completed.  

“All the projects are projects of faith,” 

said Bishop Adaji “I believe in the power 

of God… the power that is limitless. All 

we need to do is to have faith strong 

enough to tap from it and things will 

work out for us.”   

When a major project emerges, the 

bishop prays about it and then begins 

once he feels the need, even if money is 

not available. A regular spiritual life helps 

to sustain him.  

“My sustenance is my closeness to Jesus 

who brought me here… and devotion to 

his Holy Mother,” he said. 

He is grateful to the Lord who has given 

him good friends who support the 

diocese.  

St. Michael the Archangel 

Fr. Agudiegwu is parish priest of St. 

Michael the Archangel, Onyedega in Ibaji 

Local Government Area of Kogi State. 

Sitting on the bank of the of the Niger 

River, the small town becomes separated 

from the rest of the state  when the river 

overflows—it takes a 40-minute boat 

ride to reach Idah at those times. Fr. 

Agudiegwu has spent two of his four 

years in the diocese at St. Michael. 

The parish has 11 other outstations 

which are often unreachable during the 

rainy season. In years of severe rainfall, 

“the accessible road to Idah is covered by 

floodwaters,” he said.  

With his personal car broken down, Fr. 

Agudiegwu travels by public vehicle, 

motorbike, or boat. Flooding in the 

compound was so severe during the 

interview for this story that a section of 

what served as the parish hall had 

collapsed.  

Fr. Agudiegwu’s Sunday collection is 

about three thousand naira—his hope is 

“to raise the standard of the parish to 

make worship attractive.”  

There is no electricity in the area and no 

source of clean water, but there is a good 

parish church and beautiful rectory built 

by the bishop.   

Fr. Agudiegwu dreams of building a good 

parish school. For now the parish 

educates 284 pupils, but has no school 

Fr. Agudiegwu visits candidates preparing for the Sacraments at St. Michael the Archangel.  

Continued on Page 7  
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Continued fromPage 6  

buildings. Though lacking 

physical classrooms, Fr. 

Agudiegwu described it as 

the best in the area. He 

already dreams of beginning 

a secondary section. The 

school can only afford to 

employ four permanent staff. 

Every year he gets the 

services of Youth Corp 

volunteers—this academic 

year they have seven. 

St. John the Baptist 

Quasi Parish 

Fr. Ugwushie is assigned to 

St. John the Baptist Quasi 

Parish, Icheke, which includes 

one main church and four 

outstations. Fr. Ugwushie 

was the first pastor of this 

parish created in June 2018. 

One year later, the bishop 

confirmed 56 candidates at 

St. John’s. The parish rectory 

was still under construction in 

2020, so Fr. Ugwushie lives in 

an apartment of one of the 

area indigenes. With no 

phone service, Fr. Ugwushie 

drives to a specific pont to 

connect to a network. He has 

no clean water, and 

electricity is limited to a 

generator. His parish collects 

about four thousand naira 

(9USD) each week.  

Since coming to St. John’s, he 

has tried to revive the 

nursery/ primary school that 

was started in 2011. With 202 

pupils, Fr. Ugwushie hoped to 

start a secondary school 

when the first graduates of 

the primary school 

matriculated in 2020.  

Despite the challenges, he 

stays available to his 

parishioners in this rural area 

with exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament every day before 

Mass. He enjoys home 

visitations and going to the 

outstations. He is involved in 

youth empowerment 

activities—organizing a youth 

forum every mouth, assisting 

Left: Fr. Agudiegwu 

visited candidates 

preparing for the 

sacraments at St. 

Michal the 

Archangel.  

 

Lower left: Bishop 

Anthony Adaji, MSP, 

closely follows Fr. 

Modestus Ugwushie, 

MSP in June 2019  

young people in finding 

purpose,  and  helping them 

deepen their knowledge of 

the Church. He prays with 

and counsels Catholics and 

non-Catholics alike.  

Moreover, “we gather every 

Sunday evening for this (know 

your faith) lesson and 

conclude with vespers and 

Benediction. At first it 

appeared uninteresting, but 

later gained ground so that 

both old and young gather to 

listen every Sunday and ask 

questions,” Fr. Ugwushie said. 

Challenges & Solutions 

Bishop Adaji said his diocese 

is in need of human and 

material capital since most 

residents are farmers, 

fishermen, and petit traders. 

Some who are civil servants, 

went two years without pay. 

Since most of the parishes are 

not financially stable, when 

the priests begin projects, 

they look to Bishop Adaji for 

support and encouragement. 

“I struggle a lot to look for 

funds to support those 

projects” he lamented. 

Fr. Ugwushie explained, “This 

mission is equal to any other 

mission we have in any other 

poor country because we 

experience the same and 

maybe more.” He believes 

the MSP should “assist us in 

the same way it assists other 

missionaries in some poor 

countries in Africa… I need to 

drink clean water and give 

the same to my parishioners. 

I need to be able to maintain 

my car and have a pastoral 

bike for the interior (travel).” 

The diocese also struggles 

with syncretism, or the 

amalgamation of different 

religions. “It is a huge 

challenge that the traditional 

religion, even though it is not 

pronounced, it still has a grip 

on the lives of so many 

people,” the bishop said. The 

diocese is promoting inward 

catechesis to address this 

challenge. 

Bishop Adaji said his two 

junior MSP brothers working 

in the diocese have come as 

missionaries and he treats 

them as he would his other 

priests. He is aware that 

other people are on the 

lookout knowing that they 

belong to the same 

congregation. Of his MSP 

brothers, he said: “so far, 

they have been committed… 

They have not disappointed 

me. I pray they will not 

disappoint themselves.”  
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Late last year, the Missionary Society of St.  Paul appointed a 

new administration to the America Region. Regional Superior is 

Very Rev. Fr. Ambrose Akinwande, MSP.  

FATHER AMBROSE AKINWANDE, MSP 

Father Ambrose was the eldest of four children, raised in a home with loving 

parents who emphasized the value of an education.  

“Schooling is an important aspect of our lives in Nigeria, because it is a gift that 

parents could give to their children,” he explains. “We have this saying that 

‘people could take away your houses, cars and other material things, but they 

cannot take away your knowledge – it is yours forever.’” 

Father Ambrose attended a co-ed school, where he learned much about the 

Church, and made a decision to join the seminary. He entered the Missionary 

Society of St. Paul Seminary in 1997 at the age of 21.  

“I was led to the seminary by a strong desire to do something with the talents 

that God had given me – a desire to serve the people of God and not only my 

native people,” Fr. Akinwande said.  

He studied philosophy and theology and was ordained on June 23, 2007. He 

served in Nigeria for five years after his ordination. On Aug. 16, 2012, he arrived 

in the U.S. in the Missionary Society of Saint Paul’s regional house in Houston, 

Texas, and was later assigned to the Diocese of Charlotte in North Carolina. 

His first assignment in America was as parochial vicar of St. Matthew Church in 

Charlotte, NC – the largest Catholic parish in the U.S. – where he served for 

three years. “It was a huge experience for me. Thank God, I survived it,” he 

jokes. 

In January 2016 he was assigned pastor of Our Lady of the Rosary Church in 

Lexington, North Carolina, where he served until 2021, after being named to his 

new role as Regional Superior. 

The new Regional Council assumed office on October 1, 2020.  

New MSP American 
Region Administration 

Very Rev. Fr. Ambrose Akinwande, MSP, 

was named Regional Superior for the 

Americas in October 2020. Fr. Akinwande 

most recently served as Pastor of St. 

Mary Catholic Church in Lexington, North 

Carolina.  

Fr. Evaristus Chukwu, MSP, has been  

named Vice Regional Superior. Fr. 

Chukwu also serves as Pastor of St. Peter 

the Apostle Church in Houston, and as 

Assistant Director of Mission 

Development for the Society. He has 

been very engaged in mission 

development work for the past ten years. 

Fr. Aloy Nzekwe, MSP remains in his role 

as Director, Mission Development. 
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F 
r. Israel Iyakndue and I are in 

our sixth year of ministering in 

Chad. We arrived here in 

November 2014 to continue the 

MSP mission in Sarh Diocese that began 

in 1997. We were assigned to Saints 

Martyrs of Uganda (Bekemba) and took 

complete charge in 2017. It was run by 

an Italian Jesuit until 2013.  

The parish has over 230 small Christian 

communities and an elementary school 

with more than 500 pupils. It is here that 

we are finding innovative ways to 

empower the young.  

The Republic of Chad is in the Central 

African sub-region. It is bounded on the 

north by Libya, on the west by Niger and 

Nigeria, southwest by Cameroon, east by 

Sudan, and on the south by the Republic 

of Central Africa. In land mass, Chad is 

bigger than Nigeria. But in population, it 

is has only 15 million. French and Arabic 

are official languages but we also use 

Sara dialect in our ministry. The people 

are very intelligent, simple, 

communitarian, and in touch with 

nature. However, Chad is still very 

underdeveloped. 

The educational system is one of the 

most lacking social structures in Chad. 

The Church has long realized this and has 

put a lot of resources to combat this 

deficiency, placing the Church at the 

forefront of social development. It is a 

big part of our ministry as Missionaries 

of St Paul.  

Since the Gospel must be liberating and 

empowering, the MSP and the Church in 

Chad are trying to do these, among other 

approaches, through quality education. 

In a place like Chad with a very low level 

of literacy but high intellectual potential, 

the Church has been one of the agents 

empowering people to develop 

themselves. Despite efforts thus far, 

there is still much to be done. Most 

early educational structures erected by 

the Church are in urban centers or big 

villages. Children from more populous 

communities benefit from these 

institutions. What then happens to 

children in the interior villages?  

These children have two basic options: 

leave the village and move to an urban 

center for quality education, or remain 

and take whatever they get in the 

remote village. Many opt for the second 

due to the socioeconomic realities of 

Chad.  

Generally, very few people travel from 

villages to urban centers because of a 

lack of adequate transportation. More 

than 90% of the roads are untarred. The 

most stable means of transportation 

are motorbikes, which are expensive. 

EMPOWERING THE 
YOUNG IN CHAD 
By Fr. Louis Alexander Sunashishi Takuso, MSP 
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Sponsor a Missionary 

Priest Today! 

The Missionary Society of St. Paul 

has more than 140 seminarians 

studying for the priesthood, with all 

of them supported by the Society. 

Annual fees to keep one student in 

the seminary are roughly $3,000. 

To help defray costs, please 

consider sponsoring a seminarian 

or making a financial contribution 

toward his training. Contact us 

today! 

Please use the enclosed envelope or 

send your donation to the address 

below. 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145 

Houston, TX 77230-0145 

 

Phone: (713) 747-1722  

Email: usamsp@yahoo.com 

The 20th Annual Missionary 

Society of St. Paul U.S. 

Appreciation Mass was held on 

December 5, 2020 at St. Peter 

the Apostle Catholic Church, 

Houston. Guests and AMSPs 

were invited to join in 

celebration virtually.  

The current global health crisis 

has increased challenges—

donations have declined while 

needs have increased. Every 

donation is deeply appreciated.   

Donate at www.mspfathers.org 

or to the address listed above.  

Most people use bicycles if they have 

one, or trek for distances of 15 to 30 

kilometers. Many families in the interior 

villages do not know host families in the 

urban centers. For those who have host 

families, it often does not end well as 

children end up as domestic help for 

their urban relatives. 

Some of the schools established in the 

villages are run as community schools. 

Experience has shown that these 

community schools lack qualified and 

dedicated teachers. Many end up 

offering just four of the expected nine 

months of academic work. 

In the midst of this situation, we decided 

to open a boarding house for pupils in 

primary school in our parish’s Catholic 

school. This boarding house gives 

children from the interior villages far 

from the parish center an opportunity to 

benefit from the Catholic primary school. 

Though private boarding houses for 

secondary school students are not 

uncommon in Chad, the concept of a 

boarding house for primary school pupils 

is new here.  

Ours is the second of its kind in the 

diocese and beyond. We learned from 

other diocesan parishes that started 

theirs about four years ago. This project 

demands time, a lot of resources, 

habitable structures and facilities. Also 

needed are food to feed the children, 

cooks, and guardians. It is also a very 

sensitive venture that entails attention 

to the health and other challenges of the 

children. The children are guided and 

accompanied in their human and 

Christian formations as well. To achieve 

these, there are age restrictions for 

intake into the boarding house. 

We started the program last year with 31 

children from remote villages. Results 

were very positive. The children showed 

great improvement, and this year many 

parents indicated interest in the system. 

We now have 41 children. 

Along with accommodations, we have 

employed four staff—two cooks, one 

teacher for extra-mural classes, and a 

house master. The children are already 

Catholic or catechumens. Extracurricular 

activities include games, sports, and 

prayers. The house is funded by 

contributions from the parents in cash or 

foodstuffs, limited parish subsidies and 

our own personal allowances.  

The positive difference of this project 

already gives us immerse joy and 

fulfillment. The fact that we are 

empowering and giving hope to these 

children—who will one day make a 

difference in their communities—is 

worth every sacrifice we make. With 

better funding, we can do even more to 

provide a solid human, Christian, and 

intellectual formation to these children 

who are the future of the Church in Chad 

and beyond. To God and all who have so 

far assisted to make this project take off, 

we remain grateful.   
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S 
ince the 2005 start of the MSP Mission in the Diocese of 

Torit, South Sudan, we have been working among the 

Otuho (also known as Lotuko) people, the predominant 

local ethnic group. In January 2020, Bishop Stephen 

Ameyu Martin Mulla (now Archbishop of Juba), pleased with our 

work, was compelled to extend our pastoral work to another 

ethnic group within the diocese. This decision was made after 

the bishop concluded his one-week pastoral visit to Holy Rosary 

Catholic Church, Torit, where the four MSP priests were 

administering.  

The Selfless Commitment of our Missionaries 

As the saying goes, the reward for hard work is more work. On 

January 19, 2020, at the concluding Mass of the Bishop’s visit , 

he thanked the priests of the Missionary Society of St. Paul for 

their selfless services in Torit Diocese over the years. He then 

announced the transfer of Fr. Patrick Igwe, MSP, and I to take up 

Christ the King Catholic Church (CKC), Magwi.  

This becomes the second parish administered by the 

Missionaries of St. Paul in the Diocese of Torit, South Sudan. 

Magwi, ancestral homeland of the Acholi people of South Sudan, 

lies within the State of Torit and about 46 miles away from the 

border with Uganda. It shares a boundary with Nimule, the 

border town between South Sudan and Uganda. Like the Otuho 

people, the Acholi people are agro-pastoralists. 

 The Christian Community Welcomes Us with Joy 

We departed from Torit on Saturday, February 8, 2020, to take 

charge of CKC, Magwi. We were accompanied by the Vicar 

General of Torit Diocese, Fr. John Sebit; Fr. Anthony Odoemelam, 

MSP—pastor of Holy Rosary Parish Torit and also Mission 

Superior; and small group of parishioners. The Catholic Christian 

community from CKC came out in numbers to joyfully welcome 

us some kilometers away from the church.  

For some years, CKC Parish, Magwi did not have a resident priest 

but was placed under the care of the pastor of Holy Family 

Parish, Palotaka, who occasionally came to offer Sunday Masses. 

The parish has two brick and thatch houses as rectory, with pit 

toilets. For a people who never had a stable priest for a long 

time, suddenly having two priests to minister to them was surely 

a thing of great joy. 

The New Parish Priest Installed 

The next day, Sunday, February 9, we had Mass at 10 a.m. during 

which Fr. Igwe and I were installed as parish priest and assistant 

parish priest respectively. In his homily, Fr. Sebit, standing in for 

the bishop, reflected on the readings and challenging the people 

to be true salt of the earth and light of the world, so as to bring 

about lasting peace to the country.  

Later in his address, Fr. Igwe thanked God for making the day a 

reality. “I believe Fr. Henry and I see our posting here as a 

privilege to share in the mission, life, and ministry of Christ. We 

are aware that it is going to be challenging. We came with lots of 

questions and some anxieties, but also with trust in God, with 

faith and hope. With the love and cordial reception you have 

given us, we are confident that we can together live, work, and 

accomplish God’s will for Christ’s Church in Magwi. We are ready 

to work with you and for you. Hence, we will go all the way 

giving our best,” Fr. Igwe concluded. 

The Mass was followed by lunch with the parishioners and 

speeches from church leaders. An extensive meeting between 

the newly installed priests, church leaders, and representatives 

from the parish’s various groups and societies was held.  

A CALL TO SERVE THE ACHOLI 
PEOPLE OF SOUTH SUDAN 

by Fr. Henry Nkemakolam Emeka, MSP 

Fr. Henry Emeka, MSP (left) and Fr. Patrick Igwe, MSP, 

upon their arrival at Christ the King Parish, lived in this 

small brick and thatch rectory. The priests have since 

built a more substantial rectory thanks to the 

generosity of donors. Fr. Aloy Nzekwe said, “They are 

still desperately in need of funds for water wells and a 

truck for transportation.” 
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Reviving the Seed of Faith 

It is worth noting that Christianity is not new to the South 

Sudanese. Last year, the Catholic Archdiocese of Juba marked 

her Centennial Anniversary, and by October 2020, the Catholic 

Diocese of Torit will celebrate hers. However, for a country 

whose faith has been weakened by protracted war, our work in 

South Sudan strictly speaking is “new evangelization.”  

St. John Paul II, who used the term in his 

encyclical, Redemptoris Missio, stated: “There is an 

intermediate situation particularly in countries with ancient 

Christian roots, and occasionally in the younger Churches as 

well, where entire groups of the baptized have lost a living 

sense of the faith, or even no longer consider themselves 

members of the Church, and live a life far removed from Christ 

and his Gospel. In this case, what is needed is a ‘new 

evangelization’ or ‘re-evangelization’” (par. 33). This is precisely 

what we are doing in Torit and intend to continue among the 

Acholi people of South Sudan. 

Our Vision 

CKC Magwi has seven chapels (outstations) with various small 

Christian communities, groups, and societies which we hope to 

revive. We also hope to embark on school apostolate to give 

people access to quality education. There is a dilapidated and 

almost dysfunctional clinic attached to the church that would 

need renovation and reorganization. In the near future, we 

intend to take advantage of the fertile land of Magwi to farm. 

It is also our dream to one day build a more decent rectory and 

move out of our mud huts. There is also the challenge of reliable 

power supply in Magwi, as in the whole of South Sudan. The 

work that lies ahead of us in Christ the King Catholic Church, 

Magwi, is enormous due to a long period of neglect and a lack of 

basic human infrastructure. We are still very confident and 

hopeful that the God who has sent us here will certainly see us 

through; for his grace is sufficient for us (2 Cor 12:9).  

We count on your support, generosity and prayers.   

“I believe Fr. Henry and I see our posting here as a privilege to share in the mission, life, and ministry 

of Christ. We are aware that it is going to be challenging. We came with lots of questions and some 

anxieties, but also with trust in God, with faith and hope.  
Fr. Patrick Igwe, MSP, February 9, 2020 

Frs. Patrick Igwe, MSP, and Henry Emeka, MSP, are joyfully welcomed by Christ the King Catholic Church parishioners upon 

their arrival at their new post in Magwi, South Sudan.  
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F 
aith James, 16, is in 

the second grade of 

the junior secondary 

school. By the time 

she completes her secondary 

education, she might be 20. 

She is beautiful, respectful, 

and determined. She is from 

a broken home. She left her 

father in the city to come and 

leave with her mother in 

Pagada, a rural farm 

settlement about an hour 

drive from Gwagwalada, one 

of the satellite towns of 

Abuja. She now attends the 

MSP SCHOOL IN PAGADA | A PROJECT OF HOPE 

St. Paul Nursery/ Primary and 

Secondary School owned by 

the Missionary Society of St. 

Paul, founded to help 

educate the children of this 

farming community. The 

school is a 45-minute drive 

from the National Missionary 

Seminary of St. Paul.  

When asked her dream 

career, Faith didn’t hesitate, 

“I want to be a pilot.”  

For now, the school in 

Pagada is helping her pursue 

that dream. Faith came to 

the school two years ago and 

has already noticed great 

changes. 

“I didn’t know how to read 

much, but when I came here, 

I learned how to read. It is 

just a few words that are 

hard for me now,” Faith said. 

She is not a Catholic but 

attends the Church of Christ 

in Nations (COCIN). 

Founding of the School 

The school operates as a 

project of hope to empower 

children in this rural 

community. Fr. Augustine 

Ogar, MSP, a missiologist, 

started the school when he 

was rector of the seminary. 

Fr. Ogar used to visit the 

community occasionally to 

celebrate Mass, and in his 

words, “My interest was 

purely pastoral.”  

He was drawn to the 

community’s plight of having 

no school. Children had to 

trek 3 kilometers to and from 

the next community to 

attend school. Fr. Ogar 

wanted to help beyond the 

St. Paul School students depart after a day of classes in October 2019.   
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MSP SCHOOL IN PAGADA | A PROJECT OF HOPE 

catechism classes taught by 

seminarians. From his own 

personal allowance, he 

recruited community 

members to teach extra-

mural classes under the 

shade. 

“I just responded to the 

request of the moment—I 

didn’t think of the future,” Fr 

Ogar said.  

It was Fr. Raymond Aina, 

MSP, while assigned to the 

rural community as a 

seminarian for a year of 

pastoral experience, who 

helped transition St. Paul’s to 

a formal school. The school 

officially began on February 

1, 2000. “It started with just 

two teachers—myself and 

Theresa (the first head 

teacher). She was the only 

one qualified for 

employment in the 

community.” 

At the end of that year, the 

community designated land 

for the school, which later 

was legally transferred to the 

Society. Eventually, the MSP 

gave Fr Ogar a grant to build 

a five-room block. When Fr. 

Ogar left on mission, the 

Society assumed operations. 

Nursery and primary school 

pupils were expected to pay 

a token 1,000 naira ($3 USD) 

per term. First-year 

secondary students had to 

pay 10,000 naira ($28 USD) 

to cover tuition, uniform. and 

supplies, while others were 

to pay 5,000 naira per term. 

But most parents could not 

afford these fees. 

Free Tuition Spurs 

Growth 

Headmaster/ Principal  

Dominic Vakaa said the 

secondary section began 

about four years ago with 

only four students. The first 

batch of junior secondary 

school third graders have 

graduated, and the 

secondary school still has 

about 100 students. The 

overall school population 

suddenly increased to around 

350 students during the 

current academic year. The 

reason is simple. 

“Since this year, the 

management offered free 

education,” Vakaa said. 

This includes free tuition and 

uniforms for nursery/primary 

pupils, and free tuition only 

for secondary school 

students. The students are 

already making a positive 

impact on the farming 

community. “The knowledge 

Left: Faith James,  16, dreams of becoming a pilot one day. She attends St. Paul 

Secondary School in Pagada, near Abuja, home of the MSP Seminary. Enrollment in 

the MSP-sponsored school jumped 250% after the U.S. Missionary Development Office 

started to fund student tuition and fees, thanks to generous donors in the U.S.  

they are gaining has 

improved the community… 

the students are able to 

communicate in English,” Mr. 

Vakaa said.  

The free education was made 

possible by the U.S.MSP  

Mission Development Office. 

According to Fr. Aloysius 

Nzekwe, MSP, director, 

“Pagada school has been at 

the heart of our mission 

effort in terms of helping to 

empower the children who 

live in that area.”  

After one of Fr. Nzekwe’s 

visits to the school, he 

proposed that the Society be 

more committed in 

renovating and reviving the 

school. In doing so, the 

Society also declared free 

education for the students.  

It costs the Society over 4 

million naira ($12,000 USD) a 

year to run the school. Fr. 

Nzewke says it is worth the 

cost, which does not cover 

the voluntary services of the 

seminarians who regularly 

assist at the school..   

Challenges Remain 

“We were having problems 

hiring teachers but now it has 

been eradicated. We 

introduced (youth) corpers 

and we employed two new 

teachers,” Mr. Vakaa said.  

The only major challenge 

now is the local leader and 

chief of the community, who 

is hindering the school’s 

development. 

Over the years, the chief 

succeeded in establishing 

another primary school in the 

community after trying in 

vain to claim ownership of St 

Paul School. To discourage 

enrollment, he sometimes 

threatened parents who sent 

their children to the school 

by reclaiming their 

farmlands.  

“He is now bringing a kind of 

religious sentiment in,” Mr. 

Vakaa said. This same chief 

dragged the Society to a civil 

court over ownership of the 

school, but lost the case in 

2008. For Faith and many 

others in that community, 

the school still remains their 

only hope of improving 

themselves and achieving 

their dreams.  

 

by Fr. Martin Yina, MSP 

“Pagada school has been at the heart of our 

mission effort in terms of helping to empower 

the children who live in that area.”  
—Fr. Aloysius Nzewke, MSP 
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Reflecting on 2020—Your Gifts Matter 

I t has been a year like no other. The 

current global health crisis has 

increased the challenges of our 

Mission as donations have declined and 

the needs in our missions increased due 

to the effects of the pandemic. This 

makes every donation we receive now 

even more precious and we are grateful 

to God who has kept us afloat through 

this turbulence.  

Looking back to when travel was easier, I 

celebrated Christmas 2019 in our mission 

in South Sudan. It was a very enriching 

experience to be in the company of so 

many children under our care. I was 

especially touched by the ex-street kids 

we have rescued. The smiles on their 

faces—the energy and excitement— tell 

of the transformation your generous 

sacrifices bring to their lives. We remain 

grateful to you, our faithful donors. 

Throughout 2020, in addition to the 

growing number of students under our 

instruction and stewardship at the newly 

renovated St. Paul’s Primary School in 

Pagada, Nigeria (p. 13), we have equally 

extended our help, providing educational 

opportunity to more than 1,000 students 

in Torit, South Sudan.  

Educational empowerment remains the 

fastest and most powerful means of 

lifting people from poverty.  

In Malawi, a new girls’ hostel (p. 16) with 

basic amenities was completed early this 

year. It provides opportunity to teenage 

girls from many villages to  be educated 

in our school.  

Finally, two rural communities in 

northern Nigeria and one in Malawi 

benefitted from  our fresh water projects 

in 2020, in addition to the food aid, 

medial care, and other mission outreach. 

Above —  In December 2019, Fr. Aloy Nzekwe met several former street boys who 

are now housed by MSP missionaries in South Sudan. He hopes to raise funds to 

help construct a hostel, similar to the one on the adjacent page   

 

Lower, two of the boys leave their primitive lodging to play outdoors.  

by Fr. Aloy Nzekwe, MSP, Director of Mission Development 
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Educational empowerment remains 

the fastest and most powerful means 

of lifting people from poverty.  

Right—the new girls hostel in Malawi was 

made possible thanks to the generosity of 

Mr. Bernard Agholoh, a friend of the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul in the U.S. It 

provides safe, clean healthy lodging for 

young girls who  live too far from the 

school to commute each day.  

Middle—hostel construction in progress.  

Below, students of this school in Malawi 

gather outside for an assembly during 

2020. Their school is operated by the 

Missionaries of St. Paul.   
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Fr. Ebuka Umeckachikelu, MSP, and the late Louisa 

Olughemisola Ayo-Kasumu, during one of their visits.  

WOMEN OF FAITH 
AMSP Matriarch has Gone Home  

L ouisa Olugbemisola 

Ayo-Kasumu, a long 

time AMSP and 

sponsor, passed away on 

January 11, 2020, at the age 

of 81. 

Louisa became an AMSP 

and sponsor in 1989 and 

remained active and 

committed to the Society 

until her death. Her last 

sponsorship of the training 

of a seminarian for 250,000 

naira was given in 2019.  

Fr. Ebuka Umekachikelu, 

MSP, recalled that he first 

met Louisa a few months 

after becoming Bursar of 

the Promotion Department 

in Iperu Remo. She called to 

express her disappointment 

about the failure of the 

department to 

acknowledge her 

sponsorship a seminarian’s 

education. A friendship 

began then and continued 

even after he left for mission 

to the United Kingdom. Over 

time, Louisa sponsored the 

training of four seminarians.  

“One of the touching 

experiences was when 

Mama was called and 

informed that she had 

completed the training of 

the fourth MSP priest,” Fr. 

Umekachikelu said. Invited 

for the ordination, “in her 

humility she said, ‘I do not 

want to be known; let the 

MSP priests continue to pray 

for me.’”  

Eventually, Louisa received a 

Papal Blessing in 

appreciation for her 

dedication to training 

seminarians. “She received 

that with indescribable joy 

and danced to the glory of 

God,” Fr. Umekachikelu 

said.  

At her funeral Mass, pastor 

of Our Lady Queen of 

Apostles Catholic Church, 

Ilupeju, Fr. Paul Anyansi, 

described Louisa as 

generous, compassionate, 

“highly principled” and 

“exceedingly blunt.”  

“We can describe Mama as 

being a friend of Jesus, a 

close friend of Jesus” who 

“put her entire trust in the 

Lord,” Fr. Anyansi said. 

Born August 23, 1938, in 

Port Harcourt and raised in 

Lagos, Louisa was the fifth 

of six children from a mixed-

race ancestry of English and 

Brazilian. After graduating 

from Holy Child College, 

Obalende, Lagos, she 

worked briefly with Barclay 

Bank before marrying in 

1958. She gave birth to six 

children and her beloved 

husband, a lawyer, passed 

on in 1975. Louisia never 

remarried but committed 

herself to trade and 

business for the livelihood 

of her family. She had 20 

grandchildren.   

Blessing Chiamaka Nzere graduated 

from Nnamdi Azikwe University in 

Awka and spent her obligatory 

National Youth Service Corps service 

year working in the MSP promotions 

office. She lived in a special Catholic 

Corps family house that helped 

young Corpers enjoy peaceful 

Christian living while learning the 

value of service. Excerpts from her 

reflection follow.  

“On my second day in (orientation) 

camp, while I went to fetch water, 

after a tiring Taekwondo class, I saw 

a Catholic Mass being celebrated in a 

building adjacent to the general 

water tap. I felt very excited. I joined 

the Mass and got to know about the 

National Association of Catholic 

Corpers (NACC)…. Being a member of 

the NACC was one of the best things 

that happened to me.” 

“The NACC Ogun State Chaplain, Rev. 

Fr. Eusebius Obasi, MSP, ensured 

that we had daily Masses and 

organized programs in camp.” 

“My experience as a Catholic Corper 

indeed had a profound effect on me, 

and I could not but agree more with 

Eleanor Roosevelt that ‘the purpose 

of life is to live it, to taste experience 

to the utmost, to reach out eagerly 

and without fear, for newer and 

richer experiences.’”     

National Youth Corps 

Member Reflection 
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In Memoriam 

Fr. Francis Ighorurhie, MSP 
April 3, 1978 —- October 15, 2020 

 

It was a very sad day for the 

Missionaries of St Paul as the painful 

news of the death of Fr. Francis 

Ighorurhie, MSP, was broken in the 

early morning hours of October 16, 

2020. Fr. Francis slipped from the 

wooden bridge walk to his rectory, fell 

into the water, and drowned on 

October 15. He was only 42 years old. 

Fr. Francis was born April 3, 1978 in 

Ethiope East, a Local Government Area of Delta State in southern 

Nigeria. After earning a diploma in Applied Economics at the 

University of Calabar, he was admitted to MSP Formation House in 

2002 and ordained a priest of the Missionary Society of St. Paul on 

June 25, 2011. 

Fr. Francis worked one year at the Diocese of Bomadi and was 

assigned to his first foreign mission to Botswana in 2012.  He 

returned home to renew his visa in 2014, and was briefly assigned 

to the Diocese of Bomadi. From 2015-2017, he was back at work in 

Botswana. Upon returning to Nigeria in 2017, he once again found 

his calling in Bomadi Diocese.  

Until his untimely death, Fr. Francis was the parish priest of St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Church, Kaiama, in Bomadi Diocese of Nigeria. 

May the soul of Fr. Francis Ighorurhie, MSP and the souls of all the 

faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace! 

In Memoriam 

Fr. Joseph Etim, MSP 
May 26, 1967 —- December 26, 2020 

 

Fr. Joseph Etim, MSP, 53, passed 

away on St. Stephen’s Day, Dec. 

26, 2020. He was ordained a priest 

on July 2, 1994 and celebrated his 

Silver Jubilee with seven class-

mates in October 2019. The eldest 

of six children of Augustine and 

Elizabeth Efiok Etim, Fr. Joseph 

attended Catholic schools in his 

youth before entering the National Missionary Seminary of St. 

Paul. His health brought him challenges during his time in 

formation for the priesthood and later, during a three-year 

assignment as parish priest at St. Flavius Catholic Church in 

Oworonsoki, Lagos Archdiocese.  

Fr. Joseph spent his  early priesthood working as Bursar General 

and as a member of the Superior General’s Council for the 

Missionary Society of St. Paul. He was assigned to a mission in 

the United Kingdom in July 2013 but again, fell ill, this time with 

kidney failure. He had a successful kidney transplant in 2018 

and considered it as “a second chance by God.” 

Fr. Joseph was reassigned to Nigeria in June 2019. He was resid-

ing at  St. Mary’s Karu in Abuja in 2020 when he passed away.  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST. PAUL OF NIGERIA 

M issionary Society of 

St. Paul is active on 

Facebook! Follow us 

to see uplifting videos such as 

this Responsorial Psalm from the 

First Sunday of Advent sung by 

Fr. Stephen Ojapah, MSP, pastor, 

and parishioners of St. Patrick 

Parish, Gidan Mai Kambu in 

Sokoto Diocese of Nigeria. Find 

us at the tag below! 



Consider sponsoring a Missionary priest or 
donating to the Society. 

Visit us on the web at ww.mspfathers.org 

Email: usamsp@yahoo.com  

Facebook: Missionary Society of St Paul of Nigeria 

For further information, contact: 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 

Mission Development Office 

P. O. Box 300145  |  Houston, TX 77230-3145 

Tel 713-747-1722 | Fax 713-741-0245 

The Missionary Society of St. Paul sponsors projects, schools, and basic subsistence 

in the regions where we serve—to improve the lives of local residents.  

Consider a gift to support MSP Missions using the envelope provided within this 

edition of The Catholic Ambassador.  


